Heavier Trucks: Bad for Pennsylvania’s Local Communities

Dear Members of the Pennsylvania General Assembly,

On behalf of local elected officials, law enforcement and first responders throughout the
Commonwealth, we are writing to ask you to oppose any increase in the maximum allowable
weight of trucks on our roads.

The January 28 collapse of the Fern Hollow Bridge in Pittsburgh underscores the work we have
ahead of us in Pennsylvania to maintain our state and local bridge system. We have the third
largest number of state owned bridges in the country, with over half over 50 years old. More
than 3,100 of these bridges have been determined to be in “poor condition”, the same rating
assigned to the Fern Hollow Bridge. Heavy trucks place extra stress on these bridges requiring
more extensive repairs and eventually replacement. Allowing even heavier trucks than are legal
today would only make the current situation worse.

It is the state and local roadway network that connects people to jobs, schools and leisure.
Unfortunately, much of local infrastructure is in disrepair, in part because local and rural roads
and bridges are older and not built to the same standards as interstates. Many of us are unable
to keep up with our current maintenance schedules and replacement costs because of budget
constraints. We do not have the resources to cover the costs of the additional infrastructure
damage that would be caused by heavier trucks.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s local communities and our residents, we ask that you oppose any
legislation that would raise truck weights on our roads and bridges.
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